We offer our puppy families a library of articles to teach them about their
German Shepherd Puppies.
This Article discusses what is NORMAL behavior for puppies- although we
sometimes consider the behavior to be problematic- & offers solutions to
these problems.

SOLUTIONS TO COMMON PUPPY PROBLEMS

Aggressive Play, Mouthiness
The problem: The puppy uses his sharp little teeth freely while playing, or
seeking your attention. (Note that this is not what I consider BITING. If
your puppy snarls, lunges and bites you when you go to take his food, move
him from where he is sleeping, or when a stranger startles him.. THAT is
what I define as a bite.)
Normal Behavior: Puppies play because they are social creatures who need
to interact and learn their place in the pack. Playing helps puppies develop
the skills they need to exist peacefully within the group. For example,
puppies in a litter establish their position of dominance or submission
through interaction and play. If one puppy gets too rough with another, a
squabble breaks out. If the same pup continually dominates, he establishes
himself as "the boss". Other pups will defer to him, letting him eat first etc.

Once the dominance hierarchy is established and everyone "knows their
place", fights almost never breakout.
Puppies also play nicely with one another using a little bit of teeth and paws
to wrestle.
The Solution: Show your puppy the appropriate way to interact and play with
you. Praise the types of play that are appropriate. Gather some of your
puppy's toys and play with them and the pup. Note, it is Not enough to toss
the toy to puppy and leave him alone with it. To teach him how you want to
play, you need to make a game of playing WITH the toys, shaking them,
throwing them, chasing them, making them squeak,... make the toys
interesting.
When puppy does something unacceptable, stop playing. If puppy uses teeth
on you, it can be effective to let out a high pitched cry- the same way a
puppy would if he was hurt. If puppy goes on to play with a toy when you stop
interacting, praise him and rejoin the game. If puppy insists on trying to sink
teeth in and tug at you or jump on you, and you can't redirect his interest to
a toy, give him a time out in his crate, or in a puppy safe area.
If your puppy is having trouble learning your "rules of engagement" & is
frequently putting teeth on you, it is probably not a good idea to play
wrestling/physical games at this stage. These games encourage puppy to play
aggressively. I DO believe it is okay to use tug ropes; as long as puppy’s
teeth are in a toy, not in a human, he is obeying the rules!
Chewing,Shredding, Tearing
The Problem:Chewing on anything from cabinets to table and chair legs,
destuffing upholstered items or bedding, Shredding your homework ( Hey,
that excuse DID have a base in reality!) or papers, and magazines. Toilet
papering the house. (To get to the nifty brown cardboard insert, and chew
THAT up!)
Normal Behavior: Puppies chew when they are teething. They also chew when
they are exploring - much like toddlers who put everything to their mouths.
Boredom is another reason puppies chew. Frustration is a reason puppies
chew. Chewing relieves anxiety.
Solution: Provide puppy with appropriate ways to satisfy his need to chew.
N-Bones, Sweet Potato Chews (Sam’s Yams/by Front Porch Pets), Bully
sticks, Pig Ears, & some Rawhide Chews, & Hooves, can all make for good

gnawing fun! (Beware some pups get diarrhea from Pig Ears, Rawhide etc.)
Freezable fill bones are also great. (Hollow plastic bones filled with water
and frozen, or Chilly bone, freezable “gel” filled soft chew rings.)
Reward chewing the appropriate objects. Praise the puppy and make it a big
deal to present him with his chewie. Rotate chewie items frequently to
alleviate boredom. For puppies who are teething, freezing a wet face cloth
can also provide some cold relief for painful gums. Be sure puppy doesn't
EAT the cloth pieces. Ice cubes to play with can also soothe sore gums.
Self Reinforcement: Chewing can be self reinforcing for the puppy. It
alleviates stress, is an outlet for his need to chew or be busy. Puppy proof a
safe area where puppy can't get into too much trouble chewing! If you can't
watch your puppy, and you leave him with tempting items within his reach,
you are setting him up to get into trouble. If you see puppy begin nibbling on
something he shouldn't, clap your hands or make a loud noise and say "UH
UH," or NO!" Then, redirect puppy to something he is allowed to have.
Jumping Up:
The Problem:Puppy jumps up on you, your children, visitors, the table, the
counters.
Normal Behavior: When puppies meet and greet they are at the same level,
more or less. (Size differences aside!) They often approach indirectly, head
to tail side by side, and, of course, sniff rear ends. Puppies who know each
other and play frequently will often run up to one another and start
wrestling. One pup may drop to the ground, the other may stand over or
jump across his playmate's back.
When your puppy jumps on you, he is often trying to get closer and grab your
attention for greetings and play.
The Solution: Once you have taught your puppy SIT and that "Nothing in
Life is Free", you will only greet your puppy once he is sitting. You may want
to kneel to the puppy's level, so he doesn't feel he needs to jump up to be
closer and greet you. If puppy jumps up, say OFF. If he continues to jump up,
ignore him. Only give puppy attention and play when he is NOT jumping.
Consistency is very, very important!!!!! You cannot expect your puppy to know
the difference if you let him jump up half the time, and then, when you're
wearing white or carrying bags, you get angry when he jumps up. A RULE is a
rule.. and these rules Can't be broken!!!

I find some dogs calm better if I lean to greet, placing one hand across the
front of their chest, and stroking them along the side with my other, while
talking to puppy. I always am careful to avert my face in case puppy pops up
unexpectedly! I also turn my back and ignore persistent rude demands for
my attention.

Incessant Barking or Crying
The Problem: This can be broken into several problems, depending on the
situation. Maybe the puppy cries in his crate during the first couple nights,
the puppy cries early in the morning from his crate, the puppy barks when
left in the yard, or the puppy barks at you when you are ignoring him.
Normal Behavior: The puppy is vocalizing to communicate. When puppies are
stressed or lonely, they use their voice to let you know "HEY! I'm over
here..I need something."
Solution: Don't let the puppy teach you to react and reward him with
attention every time he vocalizes. If puppy cries when you first crate him,
this is normal. If you let him cry, he should quiet down in a half hour or so.
Puppy may periodically wake up and cry during the first couple nights, but if
you ignore this, he will eventually sleep through the night. If puppy quiets
down in 15 minutes or so, and then, at 3 a.m., cries plaintively, he may
genuinely need to go outside to eliminate. (See Housebreaking for in depth
info.) You can take puppy from his crate to his bathroom spot, and give him
a moment to eliminate. Then, if he does, praise him, and put him back in the
crate.
Very young pups may not be able to "hold it" while you sleep a long time. They
may genuinely be trying to tell you that they need to go out!
Do not reinforce endless impatient crying or barking by playing with puppy.
If you are leaving your puppy in your yard, alone, and he is barking, he is
probably lonely and bored. Dogs are pack animals, and they need to be social.
A dog who is left out in a fenced yard all day, where he can't see any
companions, is likely to bark because he is upset or nervous. Don't leave
puppy alone endlessly. Provide puppy with playmates, playtime, a long walk, or
interactive play.
* In extreme cases, where puppy finds barking self reinforcing and does it
continuously, a Citronella Collar can help break the cycle. The collar emits a
blast of Citronella under the dog's chin when he barks. Dog's don't like the

sound or the scent. The timing of the collar is instant.. puppy barks = collar
emits a blast. Puppies learn quickly that if they don't bark, they don't get
squirted. This is a humane deterrent to problem barking.
Puppy Pees When I greet him or when other Puppies greet him:
The Problem: Puppy urinates when I come home and make a fuss over him, or
when other dogs/pups greet him.
The Normal Behavior: Puppies often do this as a sign of submission - thus it
is termed Submissive Urination.
The Solution: If your puppy urinates when very excited and greeting you,
try not to make a bog deal of homecomings. He is acknowledging you as "the
Boss', even if it isn't an affirmation you want!
Try to be calm and speak softly to puppy. Don't reach for puppy abruptly,
and crouch to his level to seem less like you're looming over him. Most
puppies outgrow this behavior.
Punishing puppy for submissive urination will not help and may make the
problem worse.
Try to take puppy directly out to go to the bathroom. Some puppies are more
apt to urinate during greeting when they are both excited and have a full
bladder!
Similarly, if puppy pees at the feet of new puppies or bigger dogs, he is
simply telling them “I come in peace.”

Puppy is Afraid of or Shy Around Other Puppies
The Problem: Your puppy hides when other puppies are present. Your puppy
urinates submissively, rolls over, and sometimes cries out, even though the
other puppy hasn't harmed him. Your puppy tucks his tail, droops his head,
looks scared, and wants you to pick him up.
Normal Behavior: It is normal for a submissive puppy to drop, roll over and
even pee to show other dogs he wants no trouble and acknowledges the other
as boss. In a litter, this averts dominance displays and tiffs.
In the wild, wolf puppies would have time spent with litter mates and other
pack members, and they would learn how to interact. Domestic pups learn
much the same way. If your pup was removed from litter mates too soon, or
hasn't been exposed to any other dogs and pups since you adopted him, he

needs to begin socialization!!!!
Solution: Start socializing your puppy immediately. You might start by
choosing playmates who are not intimidating, who are similar age and size, or
small groups. Try to make the experience positive. Let puppy find his way!!!
Let him learn it is ok to get knocked over or sniffed. If puppy hides the first
few times, this is okay. Most pups can be coaxed to warm up and join the play
over time and with repeated exposure. DO NOT reinforce your puppy's fear
by scooping him up, and coddling him, "Oh, poor scared puppy, Mommy will
save you." Do not get stressed and scream at other dogs or pups, shooing
them away. Do not change direction and hurry away when you are walking and
spot another dog and owner approaching. This just reinforces to him that he
needs to be rescued!

